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A.  INTRODUCTION 

Between 23-24 May 2015, a mission led by the Coalition Against Land Grabbing (CALG) 
travelled to Bataraza Municipality (Palawan) to carry out a preliminary field and geotagging 
reconnaissance about the massive forest clearing on timberland, allegedly being carried 
out by Agumil Philippines, Inc. for the purpose of converting new areas into oil palm 
plantations.  In a photographic context, geotagging is the process of associating photos 
with specific geographic locations using GPS coordinates.   

The mission was guided into the impacted area by members of the local indigenous 
Pala’wan communities whose ancestral domain has been largely affected by Agumil’s 
illegal removal of forest cover.  Local IPs have now lost most of the areas they once used 
for hunting, collection of non-timber forest products (NTFPs), medicinal plants, etc.  The 
local indigenous inhabitants complain that, after their customary forest has been clear-
felled, the area has become extremely hot and water sources have dried up. Some 
indigenous members also complain that oil palm companies have pushed their oil palm 
plantations also in areas planted by with fruit trees and managed by the local IPs for 
irrigated-rice (basakan).  

The CALG mission has visited a large area being affected by oil palm expansion, although 
the photographic evidences provided in this report mainly refer to forest removal on 
indigenous ancestral domain and timberland. Our GPS data overlaid on Google Earth has 
clearly shown that the areas being cleared were covered by good standing forest until very 
recently.  Thus oil palm companies (e.g. Agumil Philippines, Inc) must be yield responsible 
for the on going plundering of natural forest. The expansion of oil palm plantations by 
Agumil Philippines, Inc., and by other companies and enterprises, is taking place without 
the Free and Prior Informed Consent (FPIC) of the local indigenous communities, and thus 
in violation of NCIP Administrative Order no.3 of series of 2012 and in contradictions with 
other key articles stated in the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (R.A. 8371) such as the: 1) 
Rights of Ownership (Chapter III, Sec. 7, item a); 2) Rights to Religious, Cultural Sites and 
Ceremonies (Chapter VI, Section 33); 3) Right to Develop Lands and Natural Resources. 
(Chapter III, Sec. 7, item b); 4) the Rights to Ancestral Lands (Chapter III, Sec. 8); 5) the 
Right to Determine and Decide Priorities for Development (Chap. IV, Sec. 17), etc; 

Our findings indicate that forest clearing in Bgy. Sarong and Sandoval has bluntly violated 
DENR EO 23.  It must be pointed out that, as a result of a past joint field appraisal by 
ALDAW (Ancestral Land Domain Watch) and CENRO, a field investigation was carried out 
on 23 January 2014 in Sandoval, and specifically in areas allegedly developed by Agumil 
Phil. Inc and San Andres.  During that mission it was established that at least 28,39 ha of 
Alienable and Disposable land and 2.69 ha of Timberland had been cleared for oil palm 
plantations (see Annex 1).  As result CENRO-Brooke’s did file criminal charges against the 
above companies for gross violation of section 68 and section 69 of Presidential Decree 
(PD) 705 (see Annex 2).  In spite of such charges, new timberlands continue to be cleared 
in both Bgy Sarong and Sandoval for oil palm expansion. 

This draft report only includes a synthesis of the CALG mission’s key findings and has 
been prepared mainly to request CENRO-Brooke’s Point to take immediate actions and to 
closely monitor illegal expansion of oil palm plantations in the above-mentioned locations. 
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GEOTAGGING EVIDENCES OF FOREST CLEARING IN BGY. SARONG PROPER 

 

The red spots indicate the itinerary carried out by CALG mission 

A close up of CALG mission itinerary on Google Earth with a focus on Bgy. 
Sandoval (bottom right corner) and Bgy. Sarong (left upper corner). 
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Satellite photo showing the clearing of a forest area, allegedly by oil palm companies, in 
Bgy. Sarong 

 

Satellite image showing forest clearing and road opening in Bg. Sarong proper 
 



	
  

	
  
	
  

5	
  

Forested ancestral land of the Pala’wan of sitio Barankas being clear-cut by oil palm         
companies  

 

 
Large scale forest clearing for oil palm plantations in Bgy. Sarong 
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Open clearing on timberland for oil palm expansion. Note the red dot on Google Earth map 
showing that the area was previously forested 

 
Forest clearing for oil palm conversion on Palawan ancestral land in Sarong.  Evidence 
from Google Earth map shows that the area was covered by vegetation which oil palm 
companies have now illegally removed 
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Massive removal of forest on indigenous ancestral land for oil palm expansion 

 

 
Timberland being illegally cleared for oil palm expansion in Bgy. Sarong proper 
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Road construction by Agumil Philippines, Inc. in timberland being customarily managed by the local 
indigenous Pala’wan communities 

Evidences of large trees removal by Agumil in Bgy. Sarong  
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Road construction on timberland being built by oil palm companies in Bgy. Sarong 
 

 
Forested hillside completely cleared from natural vegetation to allow oil palm expansion 
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Evidence of large forest trees being felled and burned to convert the area into oil palm plantations  

 

A vast area being cleared for oil palm expansion  
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Felling of virgin forest allegedly by Agumil Philippines, Inc. on Pala’wan ancestral Domain 

 

Forest clear-cut by oil palm companies in previously trees covered area 



	
  

	
  
	
  

12	
  

A deforested hillside by oil palm companies on indigenous ancestral land 
 

Deforestation for oil palm expansion in Sarong 
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GEOTAGGING EVIDENCES OF FOREST CLEARING IN BGY. SANDOVAL PROPER 

Oil Palm plantation in Okayan  

Forest tree removal for oil palm plantations in Bgy. Sandoval 
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SELECTED IMAGES FROM BGY SARONG 
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SELECTED IMAGES FROM BGY. SANDOVAL 
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that Agumil Philippines, Inc. without any authority under license or permit from the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has wilfully and criminally 
cut, cleared and transport hundreds of naturally grown trees of various species such as 
Apitong baboi, Apitong Balau, Agoho, etc. This is in blatant violation of Section 77 
(formerly Section 68 of PD 705 as amended by E.O 277 Series of 1987 and R.A. 
7161). 
 
We are disconcerted and extremely preoccupied by the fact that conversion of one the 
last remaining lowland forest of the Philippines is being allowed in Palawan (a 
UNESCO Declared Man & Biosphere Reserve), also in violation of the national ban on 
the cutting of trees in timberlands and residual forest. 
 
We would be very grateful, if the FMB could inform us on whether Agumil Philippines, 
Inc. has received ‘special use permits’ from your office.  In case such special use 
permits have actually been released could you kindly provide us additional 
specifications (numbers, dates in which they were released, target locations, etc.)? 
 
We look forwards to receiving your response within 5 to 10 working days from receipt of 
this letter, as established by R.A. no. 9485 ("Anti-Red Tape Act of 2007"). 
 
 
Very best wishes 
 

 
 
 
Marivic Q. Bero 
Secretary General 

 
 

 
 
 
Copy Furnished 
 
His Excellency Benigno S. Aquino, President of the Republic of the Philippines  
Leonard Caluya - PENRO – Palawan  
Juan dela Cruz, PENRO - Palawan 
Nelson P. Devanadera, Executive Director, Palawan Council for Sustainable 
Jose Chaves Alvarez – Governor of Palawan 
Mr. Ruben S. Bastero, Regional Director RIV (NCIP) 
Ronald Parangue Provincial Officer, NCIP Palawan 

 

 

 





 
From what we have been able to establish, the forest area being cleared  in Barangay Sarong 
does  not  fall within  ECC R4B0901 024  3909  covering  oil  palm plantations  in  Bgys.  Sandoval, 
Tarusan  and  Igang  Igang  (Municipality  of  Bataraza).  Evidence  shows  that Agumil  Philippines, 
Inc. without any authority under  license or permit  from the Department of Environment and 
Natural  Resources  (DENR)  has wilfully  and  criminally  cut,  cleared  and  transport  hundreds  of 
naturally grown trees of various species such as Apitong baboi, Apitong Balau, Agoho, etc.  This 
is  in  blatant  violation  of  Section  77  (formerly  Section  68  of  PD  705  as  amended  by  E.O  277 
Series of 1987 and R.A. 7161). 
 
We are disconcerted  and extremely preoccupied by  the  fact  that  conversion of  one  the  last 
remaining  lowland  forest of  the Philippines  is being allowed  in Palawan  (a UNESCO Declared 
Man  &  Biosphere  Reserve),  also  in  violation  of  the  national  ban  on  the  cutting  of  trees  in 
timberlands and residual forest. 
 
We would be very grateful, if the FMB could inform us on whether Agumil Philippines, Inc. has 
received  an  ECC  from  your  office,  covering  Barangay  Sarong.    In  case  such  ECC  has  actually 
been released could you kindly provide us additional specifications (numbers, dates in which it 
was released, target locations, etc.)? 

 
We further expect that your office will take all necessary legal remedies to enforce DENR laws 
against  tree  cutting and  forest  conversion by Agumil Philippines,  Inc.  and  request  the above 
mentioned enterprise to Cease and Desist from any activity causing damage to and depletion 
of  forest  resources. We  further  request  that oil palms planted by Agumil  in areas previously 
covered with forest be removed and endemic Palawan tree species be replanted in such areas. 
 
We look forwards to receiving your response within 5 to 10 working days from receipt of this 
letter, as established by R.A. no. 9485 ("Anti‐Red Tape Act of 2007"). 
 
 
Very best wishes, 
 

 
Marivic Q. Bero 
Secretary General 

 
 
Copy Furnished 
 
His Excellency Benigno S. Aquino, President of the Republic of the Philippines  
Leonard Caluya ‐ PENRO – Palawan  
Juan dela Cruz, PENRO ‐ Palawan 
Nelson P. Devanadera, Executive Director, Palawan Council for Sustainable 
Jose Chaves Alvarez – Governor of Palawan 
Mr. Ruben S. Bastero, Regional Director RIV (NCIP) 
Ronald Parangue Provincial Officer, NCIP Palawan 





We look forwards to receiving your response within 5 to 10 working days from receipt 
of this letter, as established by R.A. no. 9485 ("Anti‐Red Tape Act of 2007"). 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
 
Marivic Quinto­Bero 

      Secretary General  
 
 
 
 
Copy Furnished 
 
His Excellency Benigno S. Aquino, President of the Republic of the Philippines  
Ricardo Calderon, CESO III, Director Forest Management Bureau (FMB) 
Juan Miguel Cuna, Director Environment Management Bureau (EMB) 
Leonard Caluya ‐ PENRO – Palawan  
Juan dela Cruz, PENRO ‐ Palawan 
Nelson P. Devanadera, Executive Director, Palawan Council for Sustainable 
Jose Chaves Alvarez – Governor of Palawan 
Mr. Ruben S. Bastero, Regional Director RIV (NCIP) 
Ronald Parangue Provincial Officer, NCIP Palawan 
 

 

 

 

  

 





Forest clearing activities by oil palm companies continue unabated especially in the Municipality of 
Bataraza (Barangay Sarong), threatening the rich biodiversity of the area and its various ecosystem 
services which have been largely lost, thus compromising the sustainable livelihood of local 
communities in the area (see copy of our most recent geotagged report and petition from the 
indigenous people of Bgy. Sarong, as well as copies of letters to DENR Secretary, to DENR EMB 
and FMB).  Community leaders who are trying to defend their forest from the threats of large-scale 
palm oil plantations are now receiving threats from individuals who are supporting the illegal land 
clearing being allegedly pursued by Agumil Philippines, Inc.   
 
The exponential decline of forest cover due to massive oil palm expansion is likely to lead to 
environmental collapse and social instability and this, we believe, runs against the principles of 
inclusive economic growth and sustainable development which are amongst the milestones of Your 
administration. 
 
On the behalf of the farmers and Indigenous Peoples of Palawan, we appeal to your benevolent 
intervention to ensure that the sustainable future of our ‘Last Frontier’ will not be jeopardized by oil 
palm expansion.  
 
We look forward to your favorable response on this matter within 5 to 10 working days from receipt 
of this letter, as established by R.A. no. 9485 ("Anti-Red Tape Act of 2007"). 
 
 
Very truly yours 
 

 
 
Marivic Quinto-Bero 
Secretary General 

 
 

 
Copy furnished 
 

Ramon Paje, Secretary Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Ricardo Calderon, CESO III, Director Forest Management Bureau (FMB) 
Juan Miguel Cuna, Director Environment Management Bureau (EMB) 
Leonard Caluya ‐ PENRO – Palawan  
Juan dela Cruz, PENRO ‐ Palawan 
Nelson P. Devanadera, Executive Director, Palawan Council for Sustainable 
Jose Chaves Alvarez – Governor of Palawan 
Mr. Ruben S. Bastero, Regional Director RIV (NCIP) 
Ronald Parangue Provincial Officer, NCIP Palawan 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