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A.  INTRODUCTION 

On 21 July 2015, the Coalition Against Land Grabbing (CALG) conducted a field 
reconnaissance along the ‘Puerto Princesa South Road Junction-Napsan-Apurawan 
Road’, travelling later to Barangay St. Niño to held consultations with representatives of 
the local Tagbanua residents. The Tagbanua of this barangay are amongst the legitimate 
CADT holders of a large area stretching between three barangay: Napsan, Bagong Bayan, 
and Simpokan. They invited CALG’s members to visit their area and to investigate the 
increasing squatting and opening of forestland by Filipino migrants. The mission was 
informed by local residents that squatting is being orchestrated and organized by a certain 
Danny Calilong (originally from the Luzon Cordillera region) who is allegedly the 
mastermind behind various illegal activities taking place on indigenous ancestral lands 
without the FPIC of the local Tagbanua communities.   

We received further information that Mr. Calilong is trying to convince the ‘West Coast 
Traditional Tribal Council’ being led by Masicampo Rosino Bunan Sr. to enter into special 
agreements with DENR and obtain, therefore, a specific tenurial instrument known as 
“Socialized Industrial Forest Management Agreement” (SIFMA).  A Socialized Industrial 
Forest Management Agreement (SIFMA) is an agreement entered into by and between a 
natural or juridical person and the DENR (the Philippines' Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources) wherein the latter grants to the former the right to develop, utilize and 
manage a small tract of forestland, consistent with the principle of sustainable 
development. The Socialized Industrial Forest Management Agreement (SIFMA) was 
launched by virtue of Department Administrative Order (DAO) No. 24, Series of 1996.  If 
such agreement will be entered between indigenous Tagbanua and DENR, the planting of 
cacao, coffee and other cash crops is likely to take place in these community-managed 
forestlands.  

According to some informants, cacao seedlings have already been planted over 87 
hectares of land, which, however, does not fall within the CADT application of the local 
Tagbanua communities of Bgys Napsan, Bagong Bayan, St. Niño and Simpukan.  
Members of the local Tagbanua communities, claim that such 87 hectares are, in principle, 
still part of their ancestral domain but were not included in their CADT application because, 
in the past, the Bureau of Prison and the Bureau of Correction (BOCOR) made claims to 
such an area, with the objective of having it declared as an extension of the Iwaig Penal 
Colony.  This area is found between km. 32.6 (boundary of Montible and Bagong Bayan) 
and km. 36 (which represent one the corners of the CADT of local Tagbanua 
communities). We received information that after the Second World War, the Bureau of 
Correction, at that time, took possession of an area of about 700 ha. in Sitio Taguliat/Tuod 
that, nowadays, falls within the jurisdiction of Barangay Bagong Bayan (see Annex 1). 
According to oral accounts this area was originally managed by Tagbanua families 
belonging to four elderly ‘leaders’ (Quilan, Bayong, Otau and Timong) who are amongst 
the ancestors of present Tagbanua residents.  

According to a cooperative member, Mr. Calilong would like to obtain legitimate rights over 
300 hectares out of the total 714.09 hectares, while indigenous peoples would be allowed 
to manage communally the remaining 400 hectares and to develop these with cash crops. 
However, this proposal was not well accepted by the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR), which argued that the whole area should be managed,  
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instead, by the traditional indigenous residents. In addition to this, several indigenous 
families which have been invited by Calilong to join the ‘cooperative’ and to occupy 
portions of the contested location, are not resident of the area but come from neighbouring 
barangay such as Labtay.  The key contention here is that the majority of the indigenous 
people of Barangay Bagong Bayan, Napsan, and Simpokan are against the decisions of 
West Coast Tribal leader ‘masicampo’ Rosino Bunan, since they claim that such decisions 
are being taken in private deals between him and Colilong, without consulting the 
concerned Tagbanua residents.  This, at the moment, represents a major source of 
conflict. In short, community members complain that Tagbanua leaders (Masicampo 
Rosino Bunan Sr. and Maradja Sardin Gurian) are abusing their power and authority thus 
bypassing the necessary FPIC processes that should involve, all indigenous people living 
in the area (see annex 2). 

It would appear that the Community Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO) 
has already requested Mr. Calilong and his collaborators to vacate the contested area.  
The CALG mission travelled through the impacted forestland and took geotagging 
photographs and GPS coordinates of some of the locations being targeted by squatters. In 
a photographic context, geotagging is the process of associating photos with specific 
geographic locations using GPS coordinates.   

The mission was guided into the area by members of the local Tagbanua indigenous 
association named (Samahan ng mga Katutubong Tagbanua sa Sto. Niño Napsan -
SAMAKANA) which is an affiliated member of NATRIPAL (Nagkakaisang Tribu ng 
Palawan), the largest province-wide indigenous federation. The forest being affected is 
primarily used by the local indigenous communities for the collection of NTFPs (mainly 
rattan), medicinal plants and as their customary hunting ground. The local indigenous 
inhabitants complain that illegal settlers, being organized by Danny Calilong, began 
entering their ancestral domain around 2014 and, since then, more and more wooden 
houses have been built along the road connecting Puerto Princesa City to 
Napsan/Apurawan, while significant forest under-brush clearing and tree cutting has taken 
place also in deep forest. So far, this has lead to the removal of portions of natural 
vegetation, to the destruction of rattan stands and to the cutting of valuable timber species.   

We found evidences of forest areas being demarcated and planted with permanent trees 
and received information that, in addition to coffee, cacao and other crops, Mr. Calilong 
would like to pilot the cultivation/domestication of agarwood tree producing species. 
Agarwood is a dark resinous heartwood that forms in Aquilaria and Gyrinops trees (large 
evergreens native to southeast Asia) when they become infected with a type of mould. The 
resin embedded wood is valued for its distinctive fragrance, has a high monetary value 
and it is used for incense and perfumes.   

Direct responsibility of Mr. Danny Calilong in the organization of forest clearings was 
confirmed to us by some new settlers who received direct support and protection from him. 
We have also been informed that Mr. Calilong has created a cooperative (not yet 
registered), which is composed by both indigenous and non-indigenous members.  It 
would appear that indigenous members contribute to the welfare of the ‘cooperative’ by 
providing land (e.g. by agreeing that portions of their ancestral domain would be used for 
cash-crops) while non-indigenous members contribute with a one-off contribution of 1,500 
pesos and a monthly fee to sustain the planting. For each hectare planted with cash crops, 
indigenous cooperative members will receive a reward consisting of one pig and an 
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amount of fodder sufficient to feed the animal for three consecutive months. In suitable 
areas, fishponds would also be developed. Generally, we were told, that out of a two 
hectares of land, half should be planted with cacao and the other half with coffee. 

The plotting of our GPS data on Google Earth Map has revealed that there are other 
neighbouring areas, which we did not actually visit, that have also been subject to massive 
forest clearing, which took place, most probably, during previous years. These clearings, 
however, do not appear to be connected with the squatting activities being orchestrated by 
Calilong.   

Overall, our GPS data overlaid on Google Earth map has clearly shown that the area of 
on-going squatting expansion is covered by good standing forest.  Thus, Mr. Calilong and 
his group of squatters should be held responsible for the on going plundering of natural 
forest. It must be pointed out that Google Satellite Maps, which are publically available on 
internet, are not updated; as a result some of the new forest clearings of which we took 
both pictures and GPS coordinates are not identifiable on Google Earth, but appear as still 
covered with primary vegetation. Also the PPC-Napsan-Apurawan road, shown on Google 
Earth, still appears as a non-asphalted road while, currently, most of it has already been 
asphalted and construction is on-going. 

Systematic squatting, forest under-brush clearing and tree cutting by Mr. Calilong is taking 
place without the Free and Prior Informed Consent (FPIC) of the local indigenous 
communities, and thus in violation of NCIP Administrative Order no.3 of series of 2012 and 
in contradictions with other key articles stated in the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (R.A. 
8371) such as the: 1) Rights of Ownership (Chapter III, Sec. 7, item a); 2) Rights to 
Religious, Cultural Sites and Ceremonies (Chapter VI, Section 33); 3) Right to Develop 
Lands and Natural Resources. (Chapter III, Sec. 7, item b); 4) the Rights to Ancestral 
Lands (Chapter III, Sec. 8); 5) the Right to Determine and Decide Priorities for 
Development (Chap. IV, Sec. 17), etc; 

Mr. Calilong’s activities have bluntly violated DENR EO 23.  Criminal charges should be 
then filed against him also for gross violation of section 68 and section 69 of Presidential 
Decree (PD) 705.   

This draft report only includes a synthesis of the CALG mission’s key findings and has 
been prepared mainly to request CENRO and other concerned government agencies to 
take immediate actions and to carry out, with haste, ocular inspection of the above-
mentioned locations. 

 

November 2015 updates 

In response to CALG/NATRIPAL/KOMPRE letter dated Sep. 01, 2015, the Human Rights 
Commission of the Philippines made an inquiry to CENRO, recommending it to take 
proper action in relation to land grabbing incidents in Bgy. Napsan and Bgy. Bagongbayan 
(see annexes 3a and 3b). On October 2015, the traditional Tagbanua leaders from Bgy. 
Napsan and Bagong Bayan also wrote a letter to PENRO (see annex 3c) and CENRO 
(see annex 3d). 
 
It was then agreed that an inter agency field investigation would be conducted in the area 
being subject to squatting and that CENRO staff would have submitted a written report on 
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the said investigation.  
 
On 17 November, the City Government anti squatting team implemented a demolition 
order in the location known as Pulang Lupa.  However, the indigenous traditional users of 
the area, have complained that only few of the squatters’ structures had been demolished 
while others, such as those belonging to Calilong, and some of his close collaborators, 
were spared from demolition.    
 
On 26 November, CENRO staff conducted a field investigation also in another portion of 
the ancestral domain of the local Tagbanua communities being encroached by the farm lot 
of an American citizen (Mr. Williams). The investigation team was composed of 5 staff 
from CENRO and 1 from PCSD and 16 members of the IP community members from 
Napsan and Bagong Bayan.  Interestingly enough, after being questioned by CENRO 
officials, Mr. Williams gave a puzzling statement according to which he had occupied the 
said area for the purpose of preserving it from the destructive activities being carried out 
by the indigenous peoples themselves. 
 
Soon a meeting will be called by CENRO to be attended by all individuals whose land has 
been illegally encroached and to facilitate dialogue amongst all involved stakeholders.   
 

                           
                       GEOTAGGING EVIDENCES OF SQUATTING  

                          AND VEGETATION CLEARING IN FOREST LAND 
 

 
The red spots in the middle of the map indicate the area targeted by the CALG mission in Puerto  
Princesa West-Coast. 
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The CALG mission itinerary from main road to the forest clearings and squatting areas 
                                      

 
           A close-up of CALG mission itinerary 
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         A particular of forest clearing sites being opened by squatters along the PPC-Napsan-Apurawan road 
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GEOTAGGED PHOTO EVIDENCES ELABORATED WITH JOBO GEOTAGGING 
SOFTWARE 

 
      Tagbanua members of the CALG team along the PPC-Napsan-Apurawan Road 

 
A monument placed along the edges of the PPC-Napsan-Apurawan Road and being positioned at one      
corner of the area being subject to clearing and squatting 
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       Illegal tree cutting and under-brush forest clearing  

 
         An illegal squatting site being identified by the CALG mission 
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         Illegal under-brush clearing and tree cutting (photo above and below) 
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        Squatting site in the forest along the PPC-Napsan-Apurawan Road 

 

 
     Illegal kaingin opened by migrants on Tagbanua ancestral land, along the PPC-Napsan-Apurawan road 
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     Illegal squatting on primary forest along the PPC-Napsan-Apurawan Road (photo above and below) 



 

 
 

13 

 
 

 Illegal tree cutting and forest clearing by the group allegedly being organized by Mr. Danny Calilong 
(photo below) 
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Plastic bag marking the planting of coffee and other seedlings of domestic species in under-brush 
cleared forest.  This is one of the strategies being used by Mr. Calilong’s group to make claims over the 
ancestral domain of the local Tagbanua communities   
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GEOTAGGED PHOTO EVIDENCES ELABORATED WITH PHOTOGPS EDITOR SOFTWARE 
 

 
Members of the local Tagbanua communities patrolling their ancestral domain now crossed by the PPC-
Napsan-Apurawan Road 

 

 
Squatting on forest land along the PPC-Napsan-Apurawan road (photo above up to pag. 20) 
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Cutting of trees and under-brush clearing on the forest bordering the PPC-Napsan-Apurawan Road 
(photo below up to page 23) 
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Cement monument located at one of the corners of the area being subject to intense under-brush 
clearing and tree cutting. 
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SATELLITE EVIDENCE OF EXTENSIVE FOREST CLEARINGS  

 
(These areas were not visited during the CALG mission but were detected on Google Earth. 

Additional documentation is needed to understand the status and purposes of such clearings)   

 
Large clearings on the opposite sites of the forest bordering the PPC-Napsan-Apurawan Road (photo 
above and below) 
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Close-up view of selected forest clearings, photo above up to page 26 
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                       Report Copyrights 
 

The content of this report may be reproduced and distributed for non-
commercial purposes if prior notice is given to the copyrights holders and the 

source is duly acknowledged. Further enquires can be forwarded to 
calgpalawan@gmail.com 

 
 

Copyrights@CALG 2015  
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